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Applicants filed an Amendment in the above-captioned application on March 17, 2003. The 
Amendment was filed with a signed cover sheet. It was recently discovered, however, that the 
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In response to the Office Action dated December 17, 2002, please amend the 
above-captioned application as follows. 

IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend claims 1-22 to read as follows (marked changes included as 
Appendix A): 

WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 



1 . (Amended) A method forcletecting the presence of urease in a 
gastrointestinal system comprising: 

providing a sample of gastric material from a patient; 

contacting said gastric material with a first powdered composition comprising 
urea, said urea being converted into ammonia when contacted with urease; 

thereafter contacting said gastric material with a second composition comprising 
an indicator, wherein, when ammonia is present, said indicator indicates the presence 
of ammonia thereby indicating the presence of urease in said gastric material. 

2. (Amended) The method as defined in claim 1, wherein said urea has a mean 
particle size of less than 0.1 mm. 
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